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NOVEMBER 17, 2017 
 

HOLIDAY EVENTS 
 

The Holiday Market was today, November 17th from 10:00am—2:00pm in the City Hall Parking lot. 
There are currently 15 vendors registered.  

 
Join us for the Festival of Lights parade, Saturday night, November 18th from 6 to 8 pm. During the 
festivities there will be Christmas stories told, hot chocolate and cookies to consumed, caroling to hear, 
live reindeer to see and the Christmas tree lighting ceremony in front of Chemical Bank. But best of all, 
Santa will be joining us. So, bring the kids and come to this wonderful event! It’s a great way to usher in 
the Holiday Season! 

LIBRARY 
 

The library went “live” on their new website this week.  It’s still a work-in-progress, but we’re excited about 
a different look and design, and happy about how it appears on the smaller mobile devices we all use.  We 
will be adding other information and working on any links that still need updating.  Please, take a look. 
 
On Monday, 11/13, Miriam and Chris joined the Brookside teachers at their staff meeting, to talk about 
the library’s “Let’s Read Program”, which brings nonfiction books used for various curriculum modules 
directly to the classroom when requested by the teachers.  Teachers were reminded, too, that they can 
get a Big Rapids Community Library card because they work in our school district.  Handouts for the online 
resources, offered through the Library of Michigan, known as MeL (Michigan Electronic Library), were 
provided and we showed where you can find them on the Library’s website.  Anyone can also go directly 
to the site (mel.org) – free to all Michigan residents.  It’s an unbelievable resource that so many people 
know nothing about.  Information on the new eAudiobooks and online Transparent Language resources, 
which were just added in October for all Big Rapids Community Library patrons, was provided as well. 
 
The Library’s Wednesday Storytime attendees welcomed staff from Card Wildlife Education 
Center.  Having their staff come to the library allows the kids to see and touch new things, while learning 
about other creatures in our world.  The Pioneer newspaper included an article about this event in 
Thursday’s (11/16) paper.   We all enjoy “good press” and we’re happy for the great support we get from 
the Big Rapids local newspaper and their correspondents. 
 
Firming up plans for the literacy playground at the Anna Howard Shaw Memorial Park continues.  Chris 
and Miriam met with the distributor of the playground equipment we have identified as meeting the literacy 
focus for the park.  We are asking for more specific plans and diagrams for the items we want to get 
installed in the playground so pricing estimates can be created.    
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

The Police Division responded to 80 calls for service last week.  Of significance was a fatal structure fire 
at 132 S. Bronson, which remains under investigation.   
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Big Rapids Department of Public Safety welcomes Officer Kasey Metcalf who has just completed his first 
week with the department.  Kasey will have a busy next few months as he begins his FTO process.  
 
 Firefighter Matt Kidd instructed department members on the use of tourniquets.    

 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

 

• The Big Rapids Community Tennis Association raised a total of $205 at this year’s Community 
Giving Day. Funds will be used for future programming. 

• The walking program continues weekly at Big Rapids Middle School Monday—Thursday from 
4:00—8:00pm. Free to participate. Register in the Public Works office.   

• Please see attached for 2017 Farmers Market statistics.  
 

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 
 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Repaired water stack at 511 Green St 

• Salted roads and parking lots 

• Moved all of the plows into the garage 

• Picked up leaves 

• Moved desk from City Hall to Dial-A-Ride 

• Installed light on Riverwalk 

• Repaired drain at 314 Monroe Ave 

• Graded streets and alleys 

• Installed signs in parking lot behind State Street Hardware 

• Installed signs on N Third by public school 

• Cleaning up back yard at the Garage 

• Checked and jetted sewers per normal daily and call ins 

• Set out Farmers Market cones and signs, Tuesday and Friday 
 
DPW: PARKS 
 

• Picked up picnic tables for winter repair  

• Picked up extra trash cans from parks 

• Moved ice rink back boards to Hemlock bathroom 

• Installed plaque at canoe art behind Middle School 

• Helped set up light on Riverwalk behind Middle School  

• Picked up Christmas tree from Duddles and set up in front of Chemical Bank  

• Decorated Christmas tree  

• Used blower on Riverwalk and White Pine Trail  

• Repaired Dial-A-Ride mailbox 

• Continued blowing leaves in rights of ways and city properties  

• Picked up trash downtown and in parks 

• Opened, cleaned and maintained City Hall public restroom daily 
 
MOTOR POOL 
 

• Misc. Vehicles and Equipment: 
➢ 101 dump truck: replaced the battery’s and cleaned battery box 
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➢ 106 dump truck: serviced; replaced rear brake shoes, drums, dust shields, hardware and both 
slack adjusters. Replaced 1 brake chamber and all 4 rear tires. Repaired wire to back up 
alarm. Replaced spring bolts. 

➢ 107 dump truck: serviced; replaced rear brake shoes, drums, dust shields, brake chamber, 
wheel studs and nuts. Repaired exhaust leaks. Replaced all rear tires. 

➢ 202 flatbed truck: installed winter tires 
➢ 208 pickup truck: replaced the intake coolant fitting 
➢ 213 pickup truck: replaced rear brake pads, rotors, calipers, lines and hoses 

 
 

• Police & Fire Vehicles: 
➢ 401 police car: serviced and replaced all 4 tires 
➢ 403 police car: serviced 
➢ 404, police car: diagnosed service engine light- replaced fuel tank purge valve. Replaced 

motor mount and rear wheel bearing 
 
MAIN MAINTENANCE 
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, rereads, final reads 
 

 
Mark Gifford, City Manager 


